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God’s Heavenly Court: Realities That
Prepare Us for Battle

&5 by EDWARD T. WELCH

The apostle Paul was keenly aware of Satan’s schemes (2 Cor 2:11) and
assumed that we too would have a similar awareness of them. But do we?
There is, indeed, much happening around us. The intent of this article
is to connect some of the moments in Scripture when the veil is pulled
back on these heavenly realities. The benefit is that we see details of how
the cross of Christ transformed the structure of the cosmos." Knowing
these truths enables us to share in Paul’s alertness and skill in facing
spiritual battles with the Enemy.

I will focus on the activity of God’s heavenly court. I will track cer-
tain features of it, moving briefly from Genesis to Job and then settling
into Zechariah’s fourth vision. In this vision, we find some of the richest
details of heavenly activity in the Old Testament, and it includes the
unique feature of Zechariah himself intruding, unapologetically, into

1. The best-known overviews of the heavenly council and their activity are by Michael
Heiser and Walter Wink, though they are not specifically quoted in this article. Michael
Heiser, 7he Unseen Realm: Recovering the Supernatural Worldview of the Bible (Lexham
Press, 2015); Walter Wink, Naming the Powers (Fortress Press, 1984); and Walter Wink,
Unmasking the Powers (Fortress Press, 1993).
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a heavenly court that is in session (Zech 3). From there, I will reach
toward familiar New Testament teaching. Caution is the order of the day
because heaven is revealed to us in symbols and images that excite the
mind and exalt the Lord but are not intended to be realistic paintings.
Yet there are some images that God is pleased for us to have in mind.
Along the way, I will comment on how this reality reaches into daily life
and changes us.

If there is any danger here, it is that our interest in spiritual beings
will displace our interest in Jesus the Messiah, but this happens only if
we miss how Scripture reveals these truths while never taking its eyes off
Jesus. Everything happening in heaven is with an eye to Christ’s coming
and how everything changes with both his death and ascension.

Heaven: Busy, Populated, and Participatory

Heaven is the place of God’s throne, the center of his rule. Unlike the iso-
lated style of earthly rulers, God’s heavenly abode is well populated, filled
with nonstop activity, and his heavenly court is in the thick of it. One
psalmist describes the courtiers as “heavenly beings” who “ascribe to the
Lorb glory and strength” (Ps 29:1). This diverse group includes angels,
cherubim, and seraphim, among whom are some who will change their
allegiance, including Satan himself. They have many names, including
“morning stars” and “sons of God” who witnessed creation (Job 38:7).
But they are usually identified simply as gods.> “There is none like you
among the gods, O Lord” (Ps 86:8).°

As we look at the heavenly court, we learn something important.
God is pleased to gather his creatures around him and has determined
that they share in his work. He does this with heavenly beings, so it is
no surprise that he does this with his image bearers on earth as well.
More specifically, every day in heaven is different from every other day.
One of the heavenly rhythms is the convening of heavenly gatherings.
There were days when heavenly beings presented themselves or were
summoned to stand before the Lord and report to him about events on
earth (Job 1:6). God is clearly in charge, but he invites the observations

2. In other places in Scripture, idols are also referred to as “gods,” but the term can point
in both directions, to the physical idol and to members of the heavenly realm.

3. See also Exodus 15:11; Psalm 8:5; 95:3; 97:7.
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and interpretations of those present. This includes his request for
volunteers for particular missions, such as when the Lord asked, “Who
will entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?” (1 Kings
22:20).

Scripture also identifies a meeting of the “divine council,” which
may be a way of speaking of a particular aspect of heavenly gatherings.
“God has taken his place in the divine

God’s heavenly council; in the midst of the gods he holds

abode is well judgment” (Ps 82:1). These events seem

opulated. filled to emphasize the judgments that God
; [L ’ renders when the heavenly beings gather.
With nonstop Those who bear his image on earth, such

activity, and his .
Y as prophets and priests, are called to

heavenly court is in

the thick of it.

imitate him as they make decisions and
participate in carrying out his judgments
(e.g., Deut 17:9-12). What is remarkable
about the heavenly gatherings is that, as we see later in the book of Job,

they include accusers, who are at odds with God.

Here is what we learn about God through the divine council.

1. God prefers his creatures to be present with him. His heavenly
abode was populated even before the creation of the earth, and as
we will see, his intent with his image bearers is that they, too, be
with him and be close to him.

2. God is committed to creaturely participation with him in his
work. He does not need anyone to give him intelligence reports,
but he gives his creatures a mission that is actually significant.
This is identified in a fuller sense when Jesus invites us to share
his yoke with him, even as he does all the heavy lifting (Matt
11:29). We might think that God is simply making us feel use-
ful, but it is quite meaningful to him, and it contributes to the
renewal of the world.*

Participation in his work includes the prophets, of course, but it also
includes us. We are sent by God # each other—he actually uses us to

4. Abraham (Gen 18:16-33), Moses (Ex 32:7-14), and Amos (Amos 7:1-6) are exam-
ples of God even accepting the counsel of his people.
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